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Education KDI School of Public Policy and Management
Ph.D. in Development Policy 2022 (expected)
M.A. in Development Policy 2013

Wellesley College
B.A. in International Relations/Economics, cum laude 2010

Geneva University
Junior Year Abroad 2008-2009

Work
Experience

World Bank Washington, DC
Research Consultant 2014-present

International Initiative for Impact Evaluation Washington, DC
Research Intern 2013-2014

Publication “Recalling Extra Data: A Replication Study of Finding Missing Markets”
(with Benjamin D.K. Wood). Journal of Development Studies, 55:5, 926-945, 2019.

We re-examine some of the strongest evidence supporting agricultural commercializa-
tion, a highly touted yet under-researched development intervention. Our replication
study re-examines Ashraf, Giné, and Karlan’s ‘Finding Missing Markets’ paper. Using
the previous paper’s raw data, our research generally reproduces the original findings.
We explore the evaluation’s theory of change, focusing on the result that first time
export crop adopters benefit more from agricultural commercialization than previous
adopters. We also examine recall bias questions and provide sample size guidance for
future researchers. Similar to the original paper, we find that the intervention mostly
benefits households just entering the agricultural production value-chain.

Job Market
Paper

“Unintended Consequences of Community-Based Health Program on Child
Health: Experimental Evidence from Nigeria”

This study examines the unintended health consequences of involving community
health workers in a disease-specific intervention. Using a cluster-randomized con-
trolled trial, I find that a malaria control program in Nigeria involving community
health workers resulted in lower malaria prevalence but negatively affected children’s
physical growth. I provide suggestive evidence that these unintended health conse-
quences are driven by the poor households being crowded out in the utilization of
health services as the malaria control program increases the demand for community
health workers. These findings suggest that health programs that target a selective
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number of health problems could alter household and community behaviors and un-
intentionally impact health outcomes not targeted by the program. I provide policy
recommendations that it is crucial to account for such unintended spillover impacts
when a program requires community health workers to provide health services.

Working Papers “Credit and Child Labor Complementarity in the Wake of Natural Disas-
ter” (with Hee-Seung Yang)

This paper examines the impact of an earthquake in Indonesia on children’s school
and work activities and how that relationship differs by access to credit. We find that
the earthquake decreases educational attainment while increasing child labor, and the
effect is stronger for households with access to credit. Following the 2006 Yogyakarta
earthquake, years of schooling for earthquake-affected children 7-14 years old reduced
by 0.5 years, but the effect was stronger for earthquake-affected children living close
to a microfinance institution. Heterogeneity in treatment effects suggests that the
opportunity costs of schooling increase as households with micro-loans open up busi-
nesses. Our finding indicates the complementary effect between credit and child labor
and suggests the need for policies to increase educational investment when providing
micro-loans to help households affected by shocks.

“How Does Low-Skilled Immigration Affect Native Wages? Evidence from
Employment Permit System in Korea” (with Jongkwan Lee and Hee-Seung
Yang)

This study examines the effects of low-skilled immigration on the labor market out-
comes of native workers in South Korea. Using firm-level survey data, we exploit
exogenous variations in the number of foreign workers firms can hire to estimate the
labor market impact of immigration. We find that an increase in immigrant workers
in a firm does not affect the firm-specific native wages. We propose an explanation
that the wage losses of native workers from immigration were mitigated as firms
benefitted from the presence of immigrant workers. At the same time, the inflow
of immigrants decreases the job duration of native workers, suggesting that native
workers reallocate into different types of firms.

Works
in Progress

“Can Informal Health Providers Help Improve Health? Experimental Ev-
idence from Nigeria” (with Pedro Carneiro, Sanghmitra Gautam, Marcus Holm-
lund, Costas Meghir, and Edit Velenyi)

This paper presents experimental evidence from a cluster-randomized controlled trial
evaluating the effectiveness of involving non-traditional health services providers in
malaria prevention and treatment in Southern Nigeria. We observe lower malaria
prevalence among children in treatment villages. Our study tries to understand the
potential mechanism by examining the intermediate outcomes and conducting hetero-
geneity analyses. We find that household knowledge on malaria can be improved by
involving community health workers and training drug retailers, while higher knowl-
edge on malaria does not necessarily lead to higher preventive nor better care-seeking
activities. We also find that primary health facilities in Nigeria differ in terms of their
quality at baseline, and the intervention had a higher impact in wards with better
quality primary health facilities. Our finding suggests that the quality of the formal
sector is important for the effectiveness of informal health providers, providing evi-
dence for the complementary effect between non-traditional health workers and the
existing public health system.
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“Gendered Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on Employment in the Philip-
pines” (with Yoon Y. Cho and David Margolis)

This paper examines the gendered impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on employ-
ment in the Philippines, where a stringent lockdown, coupled with extended school
closures, were implemented during the pandemic. Surprisingly, we find much smaller
negative impact in the Philippines than in the United States, and we propose two
main mechanisms to explain the divergent outcomes. First, Filipino women are more
likely to be employed in flexible jobs than women in other countries, and thus they
were more resistant to the shock. Second, as inflexible jobs in urban areas disap-
peared due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many of these workers shifted to agricultural
employment in rural areas, which allowed them to keep working. This finding sug-
gests that agricultural work served as a cushion for Filipino workers, an option that
does not exist for workers in many developed countries.

“The Impact of Inter-Village Competition and Leadership on Collective
Action: Experimental Evidence from Myanmar and Cambodia” (with Syn-
gjoo Choi, Booyuel Kim, Taejong Kim, and Hee-Seung Yang)

Using a two-country field randomized experiment conducted in Cambodia and Myan-
mar, this study examines the impact of inter-village competition on social capital in
the context of a community-driven development program. To measure the level of
social capital within villages, we conducted two lab-in-the-field experiments – (1)
a village donation game that measures the amount of donation contributed for the
provision of public goods in the village and (2) a joint investment game that cap-
tures village-level coordination under uncertainty. We find a significant heterogeneous
treatment effect during the joint investment game, which is only apparent among vil-
lages that experienced three years of a community-driven development program. Our
findings suggest that competition among villages can contribute to the effective im-
plementation of a community-driven development program by improving collective
action and coordination within villages.

Awards and
Grants

Second Prize for Best Paper, Korean Association for Development Policy 2021
Full Scholarship for Academic Excellence, KDI School 2017-2019
Full Scholarship for Academic Excellence, KDI School 2012-2013
Dean’s List with Distinction, KDI School 2012-2013
Outstanding Thesis Award, KDI School 2013
Third Prize for Best Paper, Export and Import Bank of Korea 2012

Presentations International Centre for Economic Analysis December 2021, Virtual
“Gendered impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on employment in the Philippines”

Asian and Australasian Society of Labor Economics December 2021, Virtual
“Credit and child labor complementarity in the wake of natural disaster: Evidence
from Indonesia”

KDI School-World Bank DIME Conference December 2021, Virtual
“Can informal health providers help improve health? Experimental evidence from
Nigeria”

Centre for the Study of African Economics March 2021, Virtual
“Unintended consequences of community-based health programs: experimental evi-
dence from Nigeria”
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Allied Social Science Association 2021 Meeting January 2021, Virtual
“Can informal health providers help improve health? Experimental evidence from
Nigeria”

Research
Assistantship

Prof. Booyuel Kim, Seoul National University 2017-2019
Prof. Hyeok Jeong, Seoul National University 2012-2013

Teaching
Assistantship

KDI School of Public Policy and Management 2017-2019
Quantitative Method (Prof. Heesuk Yun), Analysis of Market and Public Policy
(Prof. Hee-Seung Yang), Topics in Development Economics (Prof. Hee-Seung Yang),
Econometrics II (Prof. Hee-Seung Yang)

KDI School of Public Policy and Management 2012-2013
Introduction to Development Policy (Prof. Hyeok Jeong)

Other
Experience

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade Seoul, Korea
Humanitarian Assistance Team Intern 2012

Dongcheon Public Interest Foundation Seoul, Korea
Case Worker, Refugee Team Intern 2011

Permanent Mission of Republic of Korea Geneva, Switzerland
Human Rights Team Intern 2008-2009

Skills and
Certificate

Languages: English (native), Korean (native), French (intermediate)
Certificate: Diploma in French Studies (DELF) B2, 2013
Software Skills: Stata, R, QGIS, Latex, SurveyCTO

Background Nationality: U.S.A. and Republic of Korea (Dual Citizenship)

References Prof. Taejong Kim, KDI School of Public Policy and Management
Prof. Hee-Seung Yang, Yonsei University
Prof. Booyuel Kim, Seoul National University
Marcus Holmlund, Senior Economist, World Bank
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