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University of Illinois, 

Urbana-Champaign



• One of the original 37 public land-grant 
institutions created after President 
Abraham Lincoln signed the Morrill Act in 
1862

• 1867 Illinois Industrial University founded

• 1868 Illinois Industrial University opened

• 1885 Renamed the University of Illinois



24 
Nobel Prizes

CAMPUS RESEARCH
•$642,000,000 in R & D expenditures in FY2017
•$136,000,000 in National Science Foundation (NSF) 
awards—more than any other university, six out of the 
last 7 years in a row

INTERNATIONAL
10,277 International (1,002 Korean) students in 2018 from 
116 countries; #2 in the nation’s top public institutions





Department of 

Urban & Regional Planning,

College of Fine and Applied Arts (FAA)



108
years of planning 

education at Illinois, 

2nd after Harvard

1946
MUP degree 

founded

Learn from the past

Plan for the future

2018
MSSUM degree 

founded



• Bachelor of Arts in Urban Studies and 
Planning (BAUSP)

• Master of Urban Planning (MUP)

• Master of Science in Sustainable Urban 
Management (MSSUM)

• PhD in Regional Planning 

Academic Programs



• #12 in the U.S., #2 in the Midwest (Planetizen.com)

• Top ranked small program with a great sense of 
community

• Over 1,000 MUP alumni all over the world

• State of art facilities including a 24 hour accessible 
computing lab & cloud software

• Real world planning experiences through 
workshops, internships & capstone projects

• World renowned faculty

Planning Education at Illinois







• Transportation Planning

• Land Use + Environmental Planning

• Local + Regional Economic Development

• Community Development for Social Justice

• Transnational Planning Stream

• Data Science Stream

Areas of Concentration



7:1
Master student : 

faculty ratio

67
continuous years of 

MUP accreditation

health, safety, welfare

just, connected, creative





Master of Science in Sustainable 

Urban Management (MSSUM)

• One year master program designed for early- to mid-
career professionals

• Opportunity to pick up new skills essential to 
tackling sustainability, livability and health 
problems facing the 21st century city

• https://urban.illinois.edu/programs-
applying/master-science-sustainable-urban-
management/

https://urban.illinois.edu/programs-applying/master-science-sustainable-urban-management/


Requirements

• Flexible Curriculum

– Students can design a program that matches their professional 
goals and obtain their graduate degree in only 2 semesters

• Total credit requirement

– 32 hours (8 courses * 4 hours) 

– Core courses (16 credits): flexible, can be changed  

• UP 504: Urban History and Theory

• UP 512: Urban Skills and Applications I - Colloquium

• UP 505: Urban and Regional Analysis

• UP 513: Urban Skills and Application II 

– Primary Areas of Study (12 hours) to develop a depth of 
specialized expertise

– Elective (4 hours)



Important Admissions Dates

• October 1: Deadline to apply for Spring 
2021 start

• October 15: DURP begins notifying 
applicants of acceptance

• January 19: Start of the Spring semester 
and first day of instruction



No GRE! Yes, TOEFL (79, 103)

• If meet minimum for limited status admission, required to take 
the English as a Second Language Placement Test (EPT) and 
take ESL coursework

English Proficiency Test
Minimum for Limited 
Status Admission*

Minimum for Full 
Status Admission**

TOEFL iBT 79 103

IELTS (academic exam) 6.5 7.5

TOEFL Revised PDT 60 Not Eligible***

https://grad.illinois.edu/admissions/instructions/04c

https://grad.illinois.edu/admissions/instructions/04c


ESL

• EPT result will decide whether ESL courses will be waived or 
be taken 

• If the latter, 1 course for each of spring and fall semesters

• $500 per course

• Online or offline by choice

• ESL for spouse
- Free courses on campus and by churches, community 

organizations (information will be offered when registering)

- ESL courses for fees also available



MSSUM Contact

Additional questions and inquiries to:

Dr. Dustin Allred
MSSUM Director

Email: dallred2@illinois.edu
Voice: 217-333-6531

Bumsoo Lee

MUP Director

Bumsoo@Illinois.edu



Champaign-Urbana (Chambana!)



Chambana!

• The twin cities of 
Champaign and Urbana 

• Population 231,891 in 
east-central Illinois

• 140 miles (2 hrs) south 
of Chicago, 125 miles 
west of Indianapolis, 
and 180 miles northeast 
of St. Louis



Chambana!



Chambana!

• A micro-urban community known for its 
big-city amenities yet small-town 
affordability, accessibility, safety, and 
friendliness

• Dynamic and vibrant, with a lively cultural 
scene, a variety of restaurants, and 
numerous recreational opportunities



Chambana!

• Great public schools for kids with ESL classes for 
new arrivals

• Culture & recreation opportunities for both 
students and kids (swim, skating, tennis, golf, …, 
philosophy camps, etc.) 

• Sports & workout facilities

• Affordable housing ($1,000~1,300 apartment, 
townhouse, single family home rental)

• Multi-ethnic & multcultural city (12% Asian, 1.6% 
Korean)







College Student $640

Student Couple $940



http://www.illinoisksa.org/

http://www.illinoisksa.org/


졸업생

• 충분한여름방학 (5월초 – 8월말)

• 우수한자녀교육환경

• Champaign  시에초등학교 12개, 중학교 3개, 고등학교 3개위치, 
교육청방문하여원하는초등학교신청가능(1순위부터 5순위까지
입력)

• Champaign Public Library  매우좋음 (시설및프로그램)

• 다양한특별활동기회: 영어과외(20불~25불/회), 대학교에서자녀
대상으로수영, 스케이트, 피아노, 바이올린등강습프로그램제공

• 저렴한물가

• 복층 2 bed : $1,250/month, 대학교부설골프장 1년시즌권: $600

권민호 (전북도청, minhok2@illinois.edu)



졸업생

“UIUC 는미국에서도
명성이높은대학교로서
미국의수준높은
교육환경을체험함과
동시에, 가족과본인을
위한충분한여유시간과
기회를가질수있습니다.”

권민호 (전북도청, minhok2@illinois.edu)



졸업생

• MSSUM 과정이 1년으로커리큘럼이진행됨. 필수과목 Colloquium 과목은
현재교수님들이연구하고있는다양한이슈들을강의를듣고토론하는
수업으로도시계획에대해지평을넓힐수있음

• APA 미국도시계획학회(4월)에참석할수있는기회가있었고, 
학생운영위에서컨퍼런스참석예산지원도받음. 이론적접근뿐아니라
실질적인지식을습득하기위한다양한기회가주어짐

• 자녀는초2와중3 학생 2명으로, 공교육에대한만족도가높음, 학교를선택할
때 ESL과정이있는학교를선택할수있고학교에서한국계선생님이계셔서
아이들이적응하는데도움을많이받음

• 시카고와 2시간거리로대도시의풍부한문화시설과역사적인장소들이있어
다양한체험이가능하고, 시카고오헤어공항은다른도시로이동시저렴한
항공권을구하기쉬움

김혜진 (인천시청, hyejin3@illinois.edu)



졸업생

• UIUC 한인학생회 (www.illinoisksa.org) 
사이트를통해주택, 자동차, 
사고팔기등다양한정보를얻을수
있음, 한인학생회가다양한행사를
진행함

• 저렴한생활비와만족스런교육환경, 
가족이함께거주하는경우아이들과
미국에서좋은추억을만들기좋음

• 공공도서관과공원, 레크레이션센터
등아이들과함께이용할수있는
다양하고우수한시설들이있음

• 대학교를중심으로대중교통이잘
되어있고학생증으로대중교통을
무료로이용함 (학비에교통비가포함)

김혜진 (인천시청, hyejin3@illinois.edu)

2019 APA Conference in San Francisco

가족참여행사등다양한이벤트

http://www.illinoisksa.org/


재학생

• 1년이라는짧은시간임에도수업은탁월한교수님들과다양한배경을가진학생들과함께
토론하고협력하는방식으로진행되며, 도시계획에분야에대한깊은연구가능하고수업
자체는상당히치열하고도전적임

• 인문전공자에게도시계획분야수업들은쉽지않았지만, 교수님들과학생들간의협력이
상당히만족스러운수준이었으며, 치열한만큼배운것도남는것도많아관심분야일경우적극
추천함

• 자녀는초1와초2 학생 2명으로, 공교육과함께개인튜터수업을병행하여아이들의영어
향상에도움을받았고, 여름방학동안에는사립학교(Next Generation) summer camp에
등록하여놀이와학습활동으로즐거운시간을가졌고, 아이들의만족도는매우높음

• 대도시에비해인구밀도가적지만, 상대적으로적은비용으로단독주택, 아파트, 타운하우스등
다양한주거지를선택할수있다는장점이있고, 전형적인미국도시가아닌한가한전원적
생활을하고자하는분들에게알맞은도시라고생각함

맹주열 (LH 공사, jymaeng2@illinois.edu)



재학생

• 특별히도시계획분야에서명성이
높은 UIUC의학업과전반적인생활에
만족하며, COVID-19으로인해
시골에거주하며도시로여행하고자
했던계획은좀멀어졌지만, 4개월
가까운여름방학동안다소여유롭게
일리노이주에있는여러주립
공원들을탐방하며아름다운
자연들을만끽하고여러레저
활동들을통해가족들과더친밀한
경험들을갖게된것이큰수확임

• 현상황을보면서다른도시들에비해
여러모로안전하다고하는점도
상당히매력적임

맹주열 (LH 공사, jymaeng2@illinois.edu)



재학생

• 샴페인은위도가 41도로 (신의주와비슷) 도착하시는 12월말에는 4시반부터

어두워지기시작하며 5시경에는깜깜해짐. 반면, 여름에는 9시넘어해가짐.

• 기후는습도가낮은편으로여름에도아침, 저녁에는상쾌한편.

• UIUC의좋은점은많지만, 크게 3가지를들자면긴여름방학(100일), 저렴한

주거비용(600불~1,500불, 유틸제외), 대학의네임밸류를들수있음

• 수업강도는다른 KDI의학위과정과비슷하다고볼때방학이긴것은매우큰

메리트임(5월 10일경부터 8월 20일정도까지). 아이들의방학은한주정도

늦게시작하는데, 5월말부터 3달간미국여행이가능함

• 주거는주로아파트 (2~3층높이임)에사는데, 본인은타운하우스형태에

살고있어약간비싼편이나, 주로 1,000불정도에살고있음 (한국인주요

거주지: 레전드, 젠트리, 배이타운, 윈저웨스트, 윈필드)

이경호 (국토교통부, khl5@illinois.edu)

영어 L 입니다.



재학생

• 초3, 초1 아이들은봄학기에오프라인수업. 

큰애는 Next Generation School (사립)을

둘째는 Bottenfield (공립)을보냈음. 큰애는

8시~ 3시 Full time, 둘째는 1시~ 3시오후반. 

가을학기부터완전정상화예정. (같은또래의

한국학부형들도있어서친하게지내고있음)

• 학기중시간내기어려우나, 주말에

시카고(2시간), 밀워키(4시간반) 다녀옴. 

(하버드나, MIT도여름방학에다녀왔지만, 

캠퍼스건물은 UIUC가더예쁘다고생각 ^^)

이경호 (국토교통부, khl5@illinois.edu)



재학생

김경재 (한국산업단지공단, kjkim5@illinois.edu)

• 저렴한물가

-2 bed 기준 1천불내외의비용으로
쾌적한환경에서호수뷰를가지고있는
아파트에거주할수있음
(대도시에서는유사한수준의아파트를 2천불이상소요)

여행다니기충분한방학기간
-UIUC는 5월초에서 8월말까지여름방학이며, 
초등학교는 5월하순~8월하순까지여서여행을
계획하기좋은환경임

*시카고까지 2시간거리이며, 캐나다까지
자동차로쉽게여행가능한거리가장점임



재학생

• 우수한교육환경

- 초등학교에서외국인학생적응을위한영어회화프로그램을실시하고있으며다니는
학교에한국인선생님이있어서아이들초기적응에도움이되었음

- Champaign Public Library는전국최고수준시설

- 대학에서무료영어회화프로그램을제공하여배우자가쉽게영어를 배우면서적응가능

김경재 (한국산업단지공단, kjkim5@illinois.edu)

* 코로나로인하여초등학교다니는아이들이봄학기는학기초 1개월간

온라인수업을하였으나그이후부터는오전,오후반으로나눠학교에갈수있었음. 

가을학기부터는 UIUC, 초등학교모두정상적인스케줄로운영한다고알고있음. 

* 학교명성이높고교수진이우수하며상대적으로안전한환경에서공부하며자녀를

키울수있는여건이장점이며, 저렴한생활비는다른학교에비하여해외거주에따른

경제적부담을덜수있음



재학생

김래선 (전남도청, laesunk2@illinois.edu)

• MSSUM 과정은 1년과정으로봄학기, 가을학기 2학기에걸쳐서진행됨.
올해는코로나로봄학기는 ZOOM으로했고, 가을학기는대면으로할예정임.

• 수업은교수님강의와토론이주를이루고과목은사회정의, 불평등, 지역개발
등도시에서발생하는다양한사회이슈를다룸.

• 샴페인은캠퍼스타운으로도시규모는작지만월마트, 코스트코, 한국
식료품점등이있어음식과관련해서불편한점은없음. 렌트비도다른도시에
비해저렴한편임.(원베드 –천불내외)

• 미국내 3대도시로꼽히는시카고, 인디애나, 세인트루이스, 밀워키등과
2~3시간거리로학기중주말을활용해미국중부에위치한도시로여행하기
좋음

• 긴방학기간(5월초~8월중)을활용해가족과함께미국동서부를여행하기
좋음



Q & A

• Can credits be transferred from KDIS? If so, what’s the maximum?

- No credit waiver (if not extra credits)

• How courses are conducted due to COVID-19?

- Offline starting from fall, 2021

• Additional COVID-19 issues

- Students are required to be fully vaccinated

- https://covid19.illinois.edu/vaccines-for-covid-19/

• Others (Tuition and fees for spring 2022, etc.)

- Tuition $29,614 & fees $5,020 including insurance

https://covid19.illinois.edu/vaccines-for-covid-19/

