Call for participation: UNIDO Asia Industrial Policy Lab (IPL) 

									June 2024, STEPI 

1. Concept of the Asia IPL
· Policy study and knowledge sharing sessions among two participant groups of policy-makers and postgraduate students from different countries who share policy challenges and work together to develop policy solutions and alternatives. 
· Serve as a space to discuss various policy instruments and contribute to learning about how concrete policy instruments are designed, managed, and evaluated in different emerging economies under a similar thematic umbrella, with a focus on, but not limited to, the Asian region.
· Contribute to the empirical base on the policy capacities underpinning the design, implementation and monitoring of effective industrial and innovation policy instruments in developing countries.

2. Principles to establish the Asia IPL 
· We welcome the participation of foreign students studying in Korea and particularly encourage those with experience as policymakers from developing country governments. Preference will be given to students with backgrounds and topics related to industrial and science, technology, and innovation (STI) policies. 
· The application deadline for the Asia IPL 2024 is 10 July 2024. 
· Participants will be selected through a selection process considering the balance of their country of origin, professional backgrounds, policy interests, and their plan to apply and disseminate the learned knowledge from the IPL
· A country group will be constructed as a team of policy challenge ideation and solution development, with at least one member’s background as a government official. 

3. Operation of IPL and a role of participants
· In the pre-IPL (on-line), each participant will be assigned into a country study group and given the introduction to IPL and a lecture on the key theme of the IPL by an international external expert.
· In the IPL 1, participants will have a seminar on designing effective policies and management techniques by an external expert and each study team will come up with a policy challenge to tackle and a study plan in the IPL.
· In the IPL 2, participants are expected to share their interim findings based on policy diagnosis and benchmark analysis.
· In the IPL 3, participants are expected to present their final policy proposals to and receive feedbacks from external experts.
· Each country group will be expected to produce a policy brief aimed at proposing a policy suggestion that can be applied to the country through the following process.
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· Each IPL will be conducted as a face-to-face meeting with an on-line pre-IPL introduction session. 
· Participants who successfully submit a policy brief of satisfactory quality will be awarded a certificate signed by a UNIDO official. 

3. Course of the Asian IPL
	IPL
	Activity
	Details and description
	

	Pre
	Orientation and Introduction
	Introduction to IPL, objectives and sessions, basic concepts of industrial and STI policy
	UNIDO & STEPI

	
	Foundational Knowledge 1
	Seminar: global innovation landscape - key theme
	External expert

	1
	Foundational Knowledge 2
	Seminar: Designing effective policies and management techniques
	External experts

	
	Policy Approach and Project Planning
	Policy challenge ideation and a study plan design
	Participants

	2
	Field Visit
	Visit to a local policy think tank
	STEPI

	
	Interim reporting
	Sharing interim results of policy diagnosis and benchmark analysis
	Participants

	3
	Policy Pitch and Feedback
	Present proposals to experts and receive feedbacks
	Participants & external experts

	After
	Submission and Dissemination
	Submit and publish a report combining briefs produced by country study teams 
	All



4. Expected benefits to participants
1) Knowledge and Skill Enhancement:  
· Through IPL sessions, participants can gain in-depth knowledge of various industrial and STI policy instruments and their practical applications and develop essential skills in policy analysis, design, implementation, and evaluation.
· Students with the experience of a government official can bring practical experience and insights to the lab, enriching the learning for other participants.
· They can directly apply the knowledge and solutions developed in the IPL to their policy work, improving outcomes in their respective countries.

2) Networking and Professional Opportunities
· IPL facilitates connections with professionals and students from diverse backgrounds, including government officials, industry leaders, and academic experts, fostering international collaboration and knowledge exchange.
· Participation with a project by the international UN organization provides valuable project experience and a global perspective on industrial policy.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]An opportunity to publish research findings and policy solutions that can increase participants’ recognition through a UNIDO online publication outlet.


4

5. Timeline (tentative)
	Activity
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	

	1. Project planning
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Identification of programs and target participants
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Construction of IPL 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Pre-IPL: Introduction to IPL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	∆
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. IPL 1: Kick-off Session
	
	
	
	
	
	
	★
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. IPL 2: Interim session
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	★
	
	
	
	

	7. IPL 3: Final session
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	★
	
	

	8. Writing and Submitting a report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Expert Group Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	★
	
	


∆: On-line meeting
★: In-person meetings
The schedule may be subject to change, depending on the circumstances.
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