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National Chapter of the Republic of Korea
Addressing local-level challenges is emerging as a key strategy to achieving a better food future. Each community, city, and country face unique challenges, and the youth can play a role in recognizing these issues and driving initiatives to address them. Recognizing the potential and power of youth action at the local level, National Chapters of World Food Forum (WFF) have been established as an essential component of WFF's localization strategy. The WFF, a self-organized national youth platform launched in 2021, has been advancing sustainable agrifood systems in their local communities through WFF National Chapters. Through the National Chapters, young people have a platform to initiate and sustain solution-building in their communities, inform policymaking in their countries and regions, and drive transformative change in their local agrifood systems. The aim is to spark a global movement that empowers young people everywhere to actively shape agrifood systems and help achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and a better food future for all.
The National Chapter (NC) of the Republic of Korea (ROK) was established in June 2023, with the support of the FAO Partnership and Liaison Office (PLO) in ROK. With 11 young professionals with diverse nationalities and majors, the NC of ROK have actively participated in various activities organized by FAO and have taken the lead in organizing activities to encourage youth participation in the sector. As part of the NC's efforts to motivate youth engagement in improving agrifood systems, the FAO PLO in ROK and the NC organized a satellite event for the 2023 WFF, contributing to the theme of ‘Agrifood systems transformation accelerates climate action’. Further activities included a field trip and a workshop organized by the FAO headquarters, and the NC's participation was also announced in the 2023 WFF result report. 
Over a year since its establishment, as of 2024, the NC consists of over 20 members from diverse backgrounds to collectively represent ROK. The most significant difference between 2023 and 2024 NC is its increased number of members, which has more than doubled in the past year. The reason for expanding the NC’s size links to improved efficiency, in which the larger organization can conduct its activities to a greater extent, thus leaving a more profound impact for sustainable agrifood systems. The addition of such members has allowed the NC to introduce three new teams within its network: Communication, Workshop, and Field Trip. Each team's contributions reflected a range of benefits including increased social media presence and promotion, skill development, collaboration and planning, and hands-on learning experiences through online and offline teamwork. As the 2024 WFF Flagship Event approaches, NC strives to drive progress towards the SDGs along with this year’s WFF theme: Good Food for All, For Today, and Tomorrow.  
WFF Satellite Event: Plan B-etter for a sustainable tomorrow

Background
Food is becoming more important for global survival. As climate crisis deepens and global conflict heightens, achieving food security is becoming more challenging for nations. In this context, it is important to define and discuss what constitutes “good food” and how we can achieve it as it will guide the right food production and consumption policies of the future generation.
ROK is not exempt from this challenge; sustainability is one of the most serious questions it currently faces. Among the various factors undermining the sustainability of agrifood system, food waste and unbalanced diet are particularly critical challenges. 
Vegetables and fruits discarded due to their appearance amount to as much as USD 372 million annually. Most of these discarded items end up in landfills, where they emit methane gas, contributing to environmental issues and unnecessary disposal costs. This practice not only impedes the growth of farm incomes but also result in the loss of national resources. Additionally, unbalanced diets, including those with a high consumption of meat, contribute to health problems such as obesity. Over the years, the percentage of individuals consuming excessive amounts of fat has surged, while the intake of fruits and vegetables has declined. Maintaining a balanced diet is crucial for sustainable living, and it is essential to address these issues and take necessary actions. From this background, NC of ROK defined “Good Food” as socially and environmentally sustainable food focusing on both the production and consumption aspects. It means it must be produced locally, adapting to climate change, and minimizing carbon emission. NC views youth as crucial agents in this discussion as they are the “All” who live in the present and are facing the future.
Hence, the event aims to raise awareness about the critical issues of food insecurity and to address the agricultural and food challenges prevalent in ROK. This event seeks to highlight the crucial role of youth in addressing these challenges and to provide a platform for diverse perspectives through engaging panel discussions and personal narratives. 
To effectively raise the voices of “All”, it is crucial to enhance understanding of the severe phenomenon that emerges within our daily lives. This includes food waste, and meat consumption from a variety of countries, sectors, and the socioeconomic groups, all of which pose threats to sustainability. Thus, the youth are expected to raise their awareness of “Good Food” and explore potential methods for promoting food refurbishment, widening options for less-meat products. The ideas to be presented at the event demonstrate its potential to meet our daily needs while maintaining a sustainable agrifood system. 
By promoting various opportunities, the event encourages youth to deepen their understanding of the issues at hand and prepares them to implement and demonstrate their effectiveness in achieving the goal of maintaining a sustainable agrifood system for a better future. Ultimately, the event titled ‘Plan B-etter for a Sustainable Tomorrow’ aims to explore alternative approaches, or Plan B, to achieve a better future.
Overview

The satellite event, co-hosted by the National Chapter of ROK and FAO PLO in ROK, will emphasize the alternative solutions to addressing pressing issues such as food security and sustainable agriculture. 

The event will consist of three key sessions: the Hooking session, the Interview session, and the Wrap-up session.

In the Hooking session, an interactive platform will be used to engage the audience with thought-provoking questions related to critical topics such as food refurbishment, food waste, and plant-based food. This approach will encourage active participation from both on-site and online attendees. The moderator, a member of the National Chapter of ROK, will present the outcomes of the interactive activities and introduce the speakers for the subsequent interview session.

During the Interview session, the speakers from youth organizations, farms, and startups will showcase their innovative practices aimed at promoting sustainable agriculture and national food security. The speakers will present their actions focusing on solutions designed to address current challenges through novel approaches that leverage overlooked resources. By highlighting these practices, the session will provide valuable learning opportunities to the participants and facilitate a change through a more sustainable lifestyle, serving as a catalyst for a more sustainable future.

The Wrap-up session will follow, featuring an interactive tool to collect feedback on how participants' perspectives may have shifted during the event. This session will also explore alternative approaches to address the challenges ROK is facing, beyond the solutions presented during the event. Additionally, an online platform will be utilized to organize the questions collected from participants, which will then be addressed by the speaker.

This will allow for a more in-depth exploration of the issues during the Interview session, fostering more meaningful engagement and understanding. As we move forward, this discussion will empower both the speakers and the audience to explore the topics more comprehensively and act as a time for meaningful dialogue and learning.

· Event title: Plan B-etter for a sustainable tomorrow
· Date and time: 17 October 2024, 16:00-18:00 (KST)
· Venue: ST Center, Seoul, ROK
· Organizer: FAO PLO in ROK, NC of ROK


Provisional Timeline (120 mins)
	Duration (minutes)
	Time
	Activity

	15’
	Opening
	Opening remarks by moderator

	
	
	Congratulatory message by HQs

	
	
	Opening video by NC of ROK

	10’
	Food Refurbishment
	Hooking session

	35’
	
	Interview session by the Nareum & Gold Babyrice

	10’
	Plant-Based Food
	Hooking session

	20’
	
	Interview session by the ALTist

	15’
	
Closing and wrapping
	Wrap-up session

	5’
	
	NC Promotion video

	5’
	
	Closing remarks by FAO

	5’
	
	Summary of the event and handing over to HQ



Expected outcome: 
· Increased awareness of critical issues insecurity issues and addressed the agricultural and food challenges prevalent in ROK
· Emphasized the crucial role of youth in addressing these challenges and provided a platform for diverse perspectives
· Encouraged youth to deepen their understanding of the issues
· Empowered youth to effectively implement and showcase solutions aligned with the goal of “Good food for all, for today and tomorrow”

Information of the presenters
The First Team “Nareum” 
Speaker: Hyeon Sik Eom
We, Nareum, aim to promote sustainable consumption by uncovering the potential of the ugly agricultural products. We visited local farms in person to investigate ugly agricultural products that are unfairly discarded, and delivered them to gelato shops. Based on these efforts, we have established a supply chain for these products by collaborating with more than 20 gelato shops. Additionally, in partnership with the major gelato store DoDo, we invented new gelato flavours made with Nareum’s ugly fruits. We hosted a pop-up event on campus to promote the new flavours and delivered the value of ugly fruits. For only two days, we could reach around 600 students. 
Our proactive approach has raised awareness about food waste and the value of ugly fruits. Nareum has demonstrated a strong entrepreneurial spirit and made a significant impact in the community.

The Second Team “Gold Babyrice” 
Speaker: Hong Ju Bae
‘Gold Babyrice’ is a start-up that upcycles unused rice by-products into cosmetics, generating income for rice farmers while optimizing resource utilization. Since 2019, the company has launched four products that maximize the value of broken rice, all while adhering to a zero-waste approach for environmental sustainability. They reinvest 20% of their profits to purchase surplus rice from partner farms, addressing excess stock issues and providing farmers with additional income. Additionally, they donate this rice to vulnerable communities, creating social value by repurposing resources that would otherwise go unused. Looking ahead, Gold Babyrice plans to expand their upcycled by-products, ultimately aiming to add value to wasted resources and revitalize stagnant agricultural communities.
The Third Team “ALTist”
Speaker: Julie Jaewon Hahn
ALTist is a company dedicated to producing plant-based meat alternatives to protect the natural environment and production of sugar alternatives for consumers' health. As an environmentally conscious food tech company, ALTist aims to lead transparent and sustainable management, promoting eco-friendly, low-carbon, and value-driven consumption. Compared to traditional livestock industries, we use significantly less energy, land, and water, while drastically reducing carbon emissions and environmental pollutants.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To introduce our healthy products to consumers, ALTist operates "Alt-A," a Michelin Guide-recognized vegan Asian cuisine restaurant, and has launched its products in the U.S. and various European countries.” Our mission is aligned with addressing current agricultural and food challenges through innovative approaches and empowering diverse participants to implement sustainable solutions.


