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◊ EVENT DESCRIPTION 

North Korea continues to threaten global peace by advancing with its nuclear and missile developments despite 

widespread concerns from the international community. The North Korean people endure significant hardships, 

deprived of freedom due to severe human rights abuses by the regime. In this lecture, Secretary General Tae Yong-

ho will provide an overview of the current state of human rights in North Korea and the realities of the regime. He 

will also explain the value and significance of unification based on the principles of liberal democracy as a 

fundamental solution. Specifically, he will discuss the “August 15 Unification Doctrine,” announced by South 

Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol, and present the vision for solidarity and cooperation with the international 

community toward the unification of the Korean Peninsula. Drawing from his experience as a North Korean 

diplomat, Tae Yong-ho will offer unique insights into the realities of North Korea and the vision and value of 

unification.  
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◊ SPEAKER 
 

TAE YONG-HO is the Secretary General of the Peaceful Unification Advisory 

Council (PUAC). He was a member of the 21st National Assembly of South Korea 

(2020-2024). During his tenure, he was a member of the House Steering Committee 

(2021-2022) and served as the Secretary of the Foreign Affairs and Unification 

Committee (2020-2023, 2023-2024). In the People Power Party, he held positions 

including Deputy Floor Leader (2021-2022), Chairman of the International Committee 

(2022-2023), and Supreme Council Member of the People Power Party (2023). He held 

senior roles as Deputy Director of the European Affairs Department at North Korea’s 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2008-2013) and Minister at the North Korean Embassy in the UK (2013-2016). 

Afterwards, he sought asylum in 2016 in South Korea. He graduated from Pyongyang University of 

International Relations, Beijing Foreign Studies University with a Bachelor’s degree in English, and obtained 

a Master’s degree in Unification and Convergence Law from Kookmin University. His book, Passcode to the 3rd 

Floor: An Insider's Account of Life Among North Korea's Political Elite, details the specifics of life in North Korea 

based on his personal experiences.  

 

◊ MODERATOR 

Celeste Arrington is Korea Foundation Associate Professor of Political Science 

and International Affairs at GW. She is the Director of the GW Institute for Korea Studies 

and Co-Director of the East Asia National Resource Center (2024-Present). She specializes 

in comparative public policy, law and social change, lawyers, and governance, with a 

regional focus on the Koreas and Japan. She is also interested in Northeast Asian security, 

North Korean human rights, and transnational activism. Her first book was Accidental 

Activists: Victim Movements and Governmental Accountability in Japan and South Korea 

(Cornell, 2016). She has published numerous articles and, with Patricia Goedde, she co-

edited Rights Claiming in South Korea (Cambridge, 2021). Her next book, forthcoming in Cambridge’s 

Studies in Law and Society series, analyzes the legalistic turn in Korean and Japanese regulatory style through 

paired case studies related to tobacco control and disability rights. She received a PhD from UC Berkeley, an 

MPhil from the University of Cambridge, and an AB from Princeton University. She has been a fellow at 

Harvard, the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, and the Ludwig Maximilians University in Munich. 

GW’s Office of the Vice President for Research awarded her the 2021 Early Career Research Scholar Award. 

Her article with Claudia Kim won the 2023 Asian Law and Society Association’s distinguished article award. 

 


