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WEBINAR

AI, Cybersecurity, and Defense Cooperation
between the U.S. and South Korea

Our speakers
This webinar examines the rapidly evolving
landscape of AI, cybersecurity, and defense
cooperation between the United States and
South Korea, with a focus on the fiscal and
strategic dimensions shaping future
collaboration. As both countries accelerate
investments in emerging technologies,
understanding the budgetary priorities,
institutional capacities, and policy
frameworks behind these efforts has
become increasingly vital.

Presentations will cover planned public and
private sector investments in AI,
cybersecurity, and defense, followed by
discussions about potential challenges and
opportunities for U.S.-South Korea
cooperation.
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Christos serves as an Associate Research Professor at the W. P. Carey School of Business and Research Affiliate at the Global
Security Initiative (both in Arizona State University), an Associate Faculty at the Complexity Science Hub in Vienna, a Digital Fellow
at the Digital Economy Lab in Stanford University, Senior Researcher at The Gallup Organization, a policy adviser, and an
entrepreneur. Christos previously served as a Senior Adviser on the National Artificial Intelligence Institute at the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and on the White House Council of Economic Advisers managing the cybersecurity, technology, and space
activities. He has also been an Adjunct Scholar at the Manhattan Institute, a Non-resident Fellow at the Cyber Security Project in the
Harvard Kennedy School of Government, a Digital Fellow at the Initiative at the Digital Economy in the MIT Sloan School of
Management, a a Non-resident Research Scientist at Datacamp, a Visiting Fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, an
Adjunct Associate Research Scholar at the Chazen Institute in Columbia Business School, and a Senior Adviser with Gallup.

Christos’ primary academic research focuses on labor economics, the digital economy, and personal finance and well-being. He
also writes frequently for syndicated outlets in the press and serves on the Council of Advisers for the National Center on Sexual
Exploitation. Christos earned a Bachelor’s in Economics and Minor in Mathematics at Arizona State University, as well as dual
Masters and PhDs in Economics and Management Science & Engineering at Stanford University.

Her research focuses on US foreign policy and security issues in the Indo-Pacific, including alliance politics, regional security
architecture, maritime security, the militarized use of AI and its governance and public opinion survey. She received her Ph.D.
in Political Science from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). Previously, she was a lecturer in the Department of
Political Science at UCLA, a visiting professor at the Korea National Diplomatic Academy, and a research fellow at the Korea
Institute for National Unification. Additionally, she served as a member of the policy advisory committee of the Ministry of
Unification, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defense, and the Republic of Korea Navy.

Markus Garlauskas
Former National Intelligence Officer for North Korea
Adjunct Professor, Georgetown University
Director of the Indo-Pacific Security Initiative, Atlantic Council

Markus Garlauskas served in the US government for nearly twenty years. He was appointed to the Senior National
Intelligence Service as the National Intelligence Officer (NIO) for North Korea on the National Intelligence Council from July
2014 to June 2020. As NIO, he led the US intelligence community’s strategic analysis on North Korea issues and expanded
analytic outreach to non-government experts. He also provided direct analytic support to top-level policy deliberations,
including the presidential transition, as well as the Singapore and Hanoi summits with North Korea.

Garlauskas currently serves as adjunct professor of security studies at Georgetown University and the director of the Indo-
Pacific Security Initiative of the Scowcroft Center for Strategy and Security at Atlantic Council. 


