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08:30–09:00 Registration

09:00–09:10
Welcoming Remarks
Joon-Kyung Kim, Dean, KDI School of Public Policy and Management

09:10–09:40
Opening Remarks
Arianna Legovini, Director, Development Impact Group, World Bank

09:40–09:45 Group Photo

09:45–10:00 Coffee Break

10:00–11:00

Panel 1: Gender, Inequality & Social Inclusion (Chair: Trinh Pham)
• Assessing Whether Policies Scale: A Randomized Method Applied to Delhi's Free Bus Scheme

– Girija Borker, Economist at World Bank
• Foreign Aid Cuts, Fertility, and Women's Labor Supply: Evidence from the Mexico City Policy

– Dongil Lee, Faculty at KDI School
• At the Right Time: Eliminating Mismatch between Cash and Credit Flows in Microcredit 

– Hisaki Kono, Faculty at Kyoto

11:00–11:10 Break

11:10–12:10

Panel 2: Education & Human Capital (Chair: Dongil Lee)
• Turning Information into Action: Bridging the Policy-Practice Gap through a Low-Cost School-Level Intervention

– Carlos Alfredo Schmidt Padilla, Faculty at UC Berkeley
• Cognitive Enrichment and Human Capital Formation: Experimental Evidence from Developing Countries

– Uyanga Byambaa, Graduate Student at UC Berkeley
• Impacts of School Feeding on Children: Evidence from Four Countries

– Benedetta Lerva, Economist at World Bank

12:10–13:30 Lunch

13:30–14:10
Keynote speech
Johannes Haushofer, Professor at Cornell University

14:10–14:30 Coffee Break

14:30–15:30

Lightning Session
• �Can AI Career Guidance Substitute for Human Counselors? Information, Persuasion, and Match Quality in a Kenyan 

Youth Labor Market
– Jasmin Baier, Graduate Student at University of Oxford

• Disruptive Power: The Spatial Diffusion of Distributed Solar in South Africa
– Weijian Zou, Graduate Student at London School of Economics and Political Science

• Bundling Industrial Policy with Education: Evidence from Korea's Heavy and Chemical Industry Drive
– Hyunju Jeong, Graduate Student at University of California, Davis

• Extinguishing the Blaze: Impact of Crop Residue Management on Stubble Burning in India
– Piyush Gandhi, Postdoctoral Researcher at UC Santa Cruz

• �Services In, Profits Out! Does Tax Treaty Reform in Technical Services Reduce Profit Shifting? Evidence from 
Transaction-Level Tax Data
– Bendi Devi, Graduate Student at National University of Singapore

• Role of (Mis)Information in Sectarian Conflict: A Social Media Experiment
– Saqib Hussain, Graduate Student at KDI School

15:30–16:00 Coffee Break

Conference Agenda

September 10 (Thursday)Day 1
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16:00–17:00

Panel 3: Climate, Agriculture & Environment (Chair: Chungeun Yoon)
• �Expanding the Planning Horizon: Behavioral Training and the Adoption of Drought-Tolerant Maize and Index 

Insurance in Tanzania – Evidence from a Five-Arm Cluster-Randomised Trial in Morogoro Region, Tanzania
– Raghav Raghunathan, Graduate Student at Wageningen

• Compounded Climate Shocks and Food Security: Evidence from Back-to-Back Cyclones in Madagascar
– David Sungho Park, Faculty at KDI School

•  The Environmental Cost of Place-Based Industrial Policy: Evidence from Industrial Zones in Vietnam 
– Trinh Pham, Faculty at KDI School

17:00 End of Day 1

08:40–09:00 Registration

09:00–10:00 Panel 4: Migration & Remittances (Chair: David Sungho Park)
• Vocational Training to Improve Labor Market Integration of Young Refugees

– Till Wicker, Faculty at Academia Sinica
• Development Effects of Social Eligibility Criteria for Temporary Migration

– Daliah Al-Shakhshir, Graduate Student at Stanford
• Remitting Against Poverty

– Saravana Ravindran, Faculty at NUS

10:00–10:20 Coffee Break

10:20–11:20 Panel 5: Labor Markets & Work (Chair: Minji Kwak)
• In and Out: How Do Food Delivery Riders Work

– Jinseong Park, Faculty at KDI School
• The Early-Career Effects of Anxiety and Depression

– Arlen Guarin, Economist at World Bank
• Household-level Impacts of Strengthening Women's Financial Control: Evidence from Côte d'Ivoire

– Rajdev Kaur Brar, Graduate Student at UC Berkeley

11:20–12:40 Lunch

12:40–13:40 Panel 6: Governance, Conflict & Political Economy (Chair: Benedetta Lerva)
• Terrorism and Voting: Evidence from the Death of Osama bin Laden

– Chungeun Yoon, Faculty at KDI School
• Social Incentives of Non-Elected Leaders in Village Economies

– Minji Kwak, Faculty at KDI School
• Not Faster, but Better: Generative AI and Teacher Skill in Peru

– Carolina Lopez, Economist at World Bank

13:40–14:00 Coffee Break

14:00–15:00

Panel 7: Social Protection & Poverty (Chair: Jinseong Park)
• “We're All in This Together”: Experimental Evidence from a Universal Livelihoods Program

– Mahreen Mahmud, Faculty at Exeter
• Designing Social Protection: Evidence from Cash, Public Works, and Economic Inclusion in Tanzania

– Dahyeon Jeong, Senior Economist at World Bank
• The Sisyphean Pursuit of Evidence for Poverty Traps

– Amol Singh Raswan, Graduate Student at UC Berkeley

15:00 End of Event

September 11 (Friday)Day 2

Conference Agenda
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Johannes Haushofer is Professor of Economics and 

Public Affairs at Cornell University. His research 

interests lie in development economics and behavioral 

economics. He is the founder of Busara, a non-

profit that advances and applies behavioral science 

in pursuit of poverty alleviation; and Malengo, an 

organization that facilitates international migration. He 

holds a BA in Psychology, Physiology and Philosophy 

from Oxford, a PhD in Neurobiology from Harvard, and 

a PhD in Economics from Zurich.

Johannes 
Haushofer 
Professor, 
Cornell University

S P E A K E R

Keynote Speaker
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Dr. Joon-Kyung Kim is currently the Dean of KDI 

School of Public Policy and Management in Korea. 

From 2013 to 2017, he served as the President of 

Korea Development Institute (KDI). He was also 

Secretary to the President for Financial Policy during 

the Lee Myung-bak administration and previously 

advised the Kim Dae-jung administration as a 

member of the Economic Policy Advisory Council.

Dr. Kim served on the advisory board of the 

World Bank’s Global Delivery Initiative and led 

the establishment of the Development Research 

and Learning Network at KDI School. Under his 

leadership, the School systematically compiled 100 

case studies documenting Korea’s development 

experience during its period of rapid economic 

and social transformation. These cases serve as 

a valuable reference for the Knowledge Sharing 

Program (KSP), an international development 

cooperation initiative grounded in Korea’s policy 

experiences.

Earlier in his academic career, Dr. Kim was an 

assistant professor in the Department of Economics 

at Virginia Tech (1988–1990). He has also taught 

courses on Korean economic development at 

Joon-Kyung Kim
Dean, 
KDI School of Public Policy and Management

S P E A K E R

Columbia University, the University of Hawai‘i at 

Mānoa, Al Yamamah University in Saudi Arabia, and 

Freie Universität Berlin in Germany. Additionally, he 

worked as a consultant for the World Bank, where 

he contributed to the “East Asian Miracle” project 

by documenting Korea’s experience in industrial 

financing (1992–1993).

His research interests include crisis management 

and reform in Korea’s financial and corporate 

sectors. He has written extensively on topics 

such as tax administration reform, anti-corruption, 

reforestation, community-driven development (e.g., 

the Saemaul Movement), and health financing in 

response to COVID-19—exploring the multifaceted 

dynamics behind Korea’s transformation from 

an aid recipient to a self-reliant economy. Most 

recently, he published a book titled Financial 

Liberalization and Economic Development in Korea: 

1980–2020 with Harvard University.

Dr. Kim holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the 

University of California, San Diego, and a B.S. 

in Computer Science and Statistics from Seoul 

National University. He is an alumnus of Kyunggi 

High School.

Welcoming Remarks
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Opening Remarks

Arianna Legovini is the Director of the Development 

Impact department at the World Bank. She created 

the Development Impact model to transform 

the way data and impact evaluation evidence is 

generated and channeled into policy action. The 

approach increases the returns to development 

projects by wide margins. The model is based 

on an iterative process of evidence-informed 

adaptive change. In the Development Impact 

model, demand for data and impact evaluation 

research is created by putting clients first, releasing 

their financial and technical constraints, building 

capacities, and generating contextually relevant 

and highly influential evidence. 

She forged alliances with senior management and 

donors on knowledge priorities and case selection, 

raising $220M in impact evaluation research 

financing, to help shape the design of $22 billion 

in development finance. She restructured the 

production of impact evaluation research from 

piecemeal to programmatic to optimize economies 

of scale, introducing specialized administrative, 

review and data services to increase technical 

quality. Instituting strict procedures for research 

Arianna Legovini
Founding Director of 
the Development Impact Group, World Bank

S P E A K E R

technical standards, ethics, transparency, 

reproducibility and data privacy and security, made 

Development Impact a global leader in research 

quality and credibility, through the provision of 

open-source tools and training for the global 

research community. 

She attracted exceptional talent to her team, 

aligning incentives to spur innovation, teamwork 

and high impact public goods, and fostering 

diversity and equal representation of women, and 

their intellectual contribution, to research. She 

serves as a senior adviser to a score of multilateral 

and bilateral agencies and collaborates with more 

than 300 institutions around the world.
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Girija Borker is a Research Economist and the Gender Lead at the Development Impact (DI) Department 

of the World Bank, specializing in urban development, gender economics, and transportation policy in 

developing countries. Her research focuses on understanding how spatial constraints affect economic 

opportunities, particularly for women and marginalized groups in urban areas. Girija has a Masters in 

Economics from the University of Cambridge, UK, an MPhil from Toulouse School of Economics, France, and 

a Ph.D. in Economics from Brown University.

Girija Borker
Economist, 
World Bank DECDI

S P E A K E R

Dongil Lee is an Associate Professor at the KDI School of Public Policy and Management in South Korea. 

He received his Ph.D. in Political Science from New York University. His research focuses on the political 

economy of development, with particular interests in democratic accountability, political selection, gender 

and politics, bureaucratic reform, and foreign aid, primarily in sub-Saharan Africa. His research has been 

published or is forthcoming in the Journal of Politics, World Development, and Studies in Comparative 

International Development.

Dongil Lee
Associate Professor, 
KDI School of Public Policy and Management

S P E A K E R

Gender, Inequality & Financial Inclusion
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Dr. Hisaki Kono is a faculty member of the Graduate School of Economics and the International Graduate 

Programme for East Asia Sustainable Economic Development Studies at Kyoto University. His research 

examines a wide range of topics in development economics, combining econometric analysis with 

economic theory, such as microcredit and insurance contract design, health and education interventions 

for low-income populations, market frictions in agricultural trade, resource misallocation, industrial 

development, decomposition methods of inclusive growth. Previously, he was a Research Fellow at the 

Institute of Developing Economies and a Visiting Scholar at Harvard University and the Institute for Fiscal 

Studies. He received his Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Tokyo.

Hisaki Kono
Associate Professor, 
Kyoto University

S P E A K E R

Gender, Inequality & Financial Inclusion
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Education & Human Capital

Carlos Alfredo 
Schmidt Padilla
Associate Professor, University of California Berkeley

S P E A K E R

Carlos Schmidt-Padilla is an Assistant Professor of Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley. 

His research focuses on the political economy of development in Latin America and the Caribbean, with 

particular emphasis on human capital, migration, and crime.

Uyanga Byambaa is a Ph.D. candidate in Economics at UC Berkeley on the 2026-27 job market. An applied 

microeconomist specializing in development, labor, and education economics, she studies how investments 

in human capital shape learning and opportunity in low-income countries. Her research combines field 

experiments with policy-relevant empirical analysis and has been supported by J-PAL, the Weiss Fund, and 

CEGA. Her job market paper, “Cognitive Enrichment and Human Capital,” examines how early cognitive 

interventions shape human capital outcomes in developing countries.

Previously, she was a Senior Research Analyst at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. Originally from 

Mongolia, she is also a National Chess Master, Woman FIDE Master, and Rocca Dissertation Fellow.

Uyanga Byambaa
Ph.D. Candidate, 
University of California Berkeley

S P E A K E R
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Benedetta is an economist at the Development Impact Department (DECDI) of the World Bank. She is an 

applied microeconomist whose research spans the field of agriculture and education. Benedetta received 

her PhD from the Institute for International Economic Studies (IIES) at Stockholm University, and her MSc and 

BSc in Economics from Bocconi University in Milan. Before her PhD, Benedetta was a research associate at 

the research unit of BRAC Uganda in Kampala.

Benedetta Lerva 
Economist, 
World Bank DECDI

S P E A K E R

Education & Human Capital
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Jasmin is a doctoral candidate in Behavioral Economics and Public Policy at the University of Oxford. 

Her work focuses on skills, AI and labor markets, and how people integrate others’ preferences into 

economic decisions. She collaborates with DIME AI at the World Bank on generative‑AI applications 

for evidence synthesis and causal prediction, as well as with Tabiya on open‑source job‑matching and 

preference‑elicitation tools for data‑scarce labor markets. Prior to her PhD, she led field experiments at 

the Busara Center in Nairobi on cash transfers and edutainment, and worked on development metrics and 

private‑sector projects with the World Bank Group and the World Data Lab. She earned her B.Sc. from WU 

Vienna and completed her M.A. in Development Economics at Yale as a Fulbright Scholar.

Jasmin Baier
DPhil Student, 
University of Oxford

S P E A K E R

Eddy (Weijian) is a PhD student at the London School of Economics and Political Science. His research interests 

lie in environmental, energy and organizational economics. His recent projects examine digital infrastructures, 

distributed solar, parametric heat insurance, and international trade in vehicles.

Weijian Zou
Ph.D. Student,
London School of Economics and Political Science

S P E A K E R

Lightning session
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Lightning session

Hyunju Jeong is a Ph.D. candidate in Agricultural and Resource Economics at the University of California, 

Davis. She is an applied economist studying how public policies and institutions shape economic 

opportunities, with a focus on agriculture and development. Her research uses causal inference and 

quantitative methods to study agriculture, labor markets, human capital, and structural transformation. 

Hyunju Jeong
Ph.D. Candidate, 
University of California Davis

S P E A K E R

Piyush is a recent graduate from University of California, Santa Cruz. He works at the intersection 

of development and environmental economics, and currently serves as a Researcher with Precision 

Development out of their Boston office.

Piyush Gandhi 
Researcher, 
Precision Development

S P E A K E R
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Bendi Devi is a PhD student in Public Policy at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University 

of Singapore, supported by the President’s Graduate Fellowship. His research focuses on tax policy, 

multinational taxation, and profit shifting in developing economies. He was a recipient of the Robert S. 

McNamara Fellow at the World Bank’s Development Research Group. He previously spent over seven years 

at Indonesian tax authority, working across tax administration and revenue policy.

Bendi Devi
Ph.D. Student, 
National University of Singapore

S P E A K E R

Lightning session

Saqib Hussain is a PhD student at KDI School of Public Policy and Management. His research interests 

include the political economy of conflict, development, and state capacity building.

Saqib Hussain
Ph.D. Student, 
KDI School of Public Policy and Management

S P E A K E R
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Raghav Raghunathan is a development economist whose field research examines how smallholder 

farmers manage risk. He designs and runs randomized controlled trials in Malawi, Tanzania and India. 

In Malawi, a household planning-board intervention raised lean-season labour participation by 63% 

at unchanged wages. In Tanzania, as Co-PI on a CIMMYT/TARI/Acre Africa trial, a behavioural game 

bundling drought-tolerant maize with index insurance lifted unsubsidised take-up from 7.4% to 65.2% 

in its second year. His India work evaluates six cash-transfer schemes across 1.67 million pooled PLFS 

observations using difference-in-differences and event-study designs. He is completing his PhD at 

Wageningen University and holds an MPP from UC Berkeley, where he was a Fulbright-Nehru Scholar.

Raghav Raghunathan
Ph.D. Candidate, 
Wageningen University

S P E A K E R

David Sungho Park is an Associate Professor of Economics at the KDI School of Public Policy and 

Management. He is an applied microeconomist working on poverty, and he uses randomized controlled trials 

and quasi-experimental methods to examine how low-income households and small firms make decisions 

David Sungho Park
Associate Professor, 
KDI School of Public Policy and Management

S P E A K E R

Climate, Agriculture & Environment
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Trinh Pham is an applied economist with research focusing on the intersection of development, labor, and 

environmental economics. She is particularly interested in understanding the determinants of household 

livelihoods and resource allocation in low- and middle-income countries, as well as the factors influencing 

educational decisions and labor market outcomes. 

Trinh is currently a tenure-track Assistant Professor at the Korea Development Institute (KDI) School of 

Public Policy and Management. She received her PhD in Applied Economics from Cornell University in 2024. 

Her doctoral research was recognized by the Weiss Fund for Research in Development Economics and the 

Agricultural & Applied Economics Association.

Trinh Pham
Assistant Professor, 
KDI School of Public Policy and Management

S P E A K E R

and how policy can improve their outcomes. Much of his work is based on large-scale trials in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, South Asia, and beyond, spanning Tanzania, Liberia, Malawi, Zambia, Kenya, Uganda, Pakistan, 

Vietnam, Georgia, and Kyrgyzstan. His published work covers unconditional cash transfers, intimate partner 

violence, agricultural input adoption, food security, and the measurement of survey outcomes. His current 

research agenda extends this work to energy and climate issues, as well as the retail productivity of small 

businesses.

Climate, Agriculture & Environment
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Till Wicker recently joined the Institute of Economics at Academia Sinica (Taipei) as a tenure-track 

Assistant Research Fellow, after completing his Ph.D. in Economics from Tilburg University (The 

Netherlands). He is a development economist that works on topics related to labor and behavioral 

economics, with a particular focus on refugees and humanitarian settings in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Till Wicker
Assistant Research Fellow, 
Academia Sinica

S P E A K E R

Daliah Al Shakhshir is a Postdoctoral Associate at Yale University. Her research focuses on development 

and political economics, with a particular interest in how policies and institutions shape outcomes for 

vulnerable groups. She also works on topics in labor and economic history. She received her PhD in 

Political Economy from the Stanford Graduate School of Business in 2026, before which she served as 

a Research Assistant at the Federal Reserve Board. She holds a BA in Economics and Political Science 

from Colby College. Her work combines empirical methods with policy relevant questions at the 

intersection of development, governance, and inequality.

Daliah Al-Shakhshir
Postdoctoral Associate, 
Yale University

S P E A K E R

Migration & Remittances
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Saravana Ravindran is a tenure-track Assistant Professor and Assistant Dean (Research) at the Lee Kuan 

Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of Singapore. He received his Ph.D. in Economics 

from New York University in 2019 and was a postdoctoral fellow at the University of California, Los 

Angeles from 2019 - 2020. He is an affiliate of the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL). His 

primary research interests are in development economics and applied microeconomics, particularly in 

the areas of human capital formation, migration, and digital financial services. 

Saravana Ravindran
Assistant Dean (Research), 
National University of Singapore

S P E A K E R

Migration & Remittances
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Jinseong Park is an empirical microeconomist who conducts policy-relevant research in the fields of 

labor and public economics. His research has been published in leading academic journals, including 

American Economic Journal: Economic Policy and Journal of Urban Economics. Professor Park 

received his Ph.D. degree in Economics from the University of Tennessee and taught at Jinan University 

and Dong-A University before joining KDI School. Professor Park is affiliated with the Global Labor 

Organization (GLO).

Jinseong Park
Assistant Professor, 
KDI School of Public Policy and Management

S P E A K E R

I am a research economist at the World Bank’s Development Impact Department (DECDI). My primary 

interests lie in development economics and labor economics, with a focus on contexts and populations 

affected by fragility, conflict, and violence.

Arlen Guarin
Economist, 
World Bank DECDI

S P E A K E R

Labor Markets & Work
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Rajdev Kaur Brar is a fifth-year PhD student in Agricultural and Resource Economics at UC Berkeley. 

Rajdev’s research uses field experiments to study questions in development economics, including 

household financial decisions, information-seeking among high school students, and consumption 

smoothing for farmers, with active projects in Egypt, India, and Malawi. Rajdev previously worked at the 

World Bank’s Africa Gender Innovation Lab and at J-PAL South Asia, and holds an MA in Economics and 

a BA in Economics and International Development Studies from McGill University.

Rajdev Kaur Brar 
Ph.D. Student, 
University of California Berkeley

S P E A K E R

Labor Markets & Work
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Chungeun Yoon is an Associate Professor at the KDI School of Public Policy and Management. His 

research interests include labor and development, with a particular focus on the causal relationship 

between labor supply and innovation. His work centers on innovation, knowledge spillovers, immigration, 

and migration.  He is interested in investigating empirical evidence from historical events such as World 

War I, the Immigration Quota Acts, the Civil War, and the Killing Fields. He also worked for four years with 

the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA, the South Korean government’s foreign assistance 

agency), and spent two years in Cambodia.

Chungeun Yoon
Associate Professor, 
KDI School of Public Policy and Management

S P E A K E R

Minji Kwak is an assistant professor at the KDI School. Her research examines various topics in 

development economics—including local governance, education, and migration—with a particular focus 

on Malawi. She is currently exploring cost-effective strategies for poverty reduction, highlighted by her 

paper, “Social incentives of non-elected leaders in village economies,” which investigates the significant 

role non-elected village chiefs play in allocating limited social resources in low-income settings.

Minji Kwak
Assistant Professor, 
KDI School of Public Policy and Management

S P E A K E R

Governance, Political Economy & Digital Innovation
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Carolina Lopez is a Research Economist in the People Research Program of the World Bank’s 

Development Research Group. Her research focuses on education, human capital, and behavioral 

economics, with particular interest in how people’s beliefs shape their decisions and welfare. She 

combines randomized controlled trials with administrative data. Before joining the World Bank, she was 

a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School. She holds a B.A. in Economics from 

Universidad Nacional de Salta, an M.A. from Universidad Nacional de La Plata, and a Ph.D. in Economics 

from Brown University.

Carolina Lopez
Research Economist, 
Development Research Group, World Bank

S P E A K E R

Governance, Political Economy & Digital Innovation
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Social Protection & Poverty

Mahreen Mahmud is a senior lecturer in economics at the University of Exeter Business School. Her 

research focuses on evaluating the impact of social protection programs on household welfare and 

interventions aimed at enhancing women’s economic participation and empowerment using field 

experiments in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. She received her PhD in economics from the 

University of Kent and was a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Development Economics at the University 

of Oxford. Mahreen is an Associate Editor at the Journal of Population Economics, a GLO Fellow, IZA 

Research Fellow, and a J-PAL affiliated professor.

Mahreen Mahmud
Senior Lecturer, 
University of Exeter

S P E A K E R

I am a Senior Economist at Development Impact Evaluation (DIME) at the World Bank. My goal is to use 

economics to help improve the lives of the poor in poverty. My main research interests include agriculture, 

labor, and social protection. I conduct large-scale field experiments in East Africa to inform policy 

decisions. I received a BA in Public Administration and Statistics from Korea University, a MPA from Cornell 

University, and a PhD in Economics from the University of California, Santa Cruz.

Dahyeon Jeong
Senior Economist, 
World Bank DECDI

S P E A K E R
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Amol is a fifth-year PhD Candidate at UC Berkeley Haas. His research lies in political economics 

and development economics, with a focus on the study of bureaucracy. Prior to his PhD, he studied 

economics at Shri Ram College of Commerce in India and at Columbia University.

Amol Singh Raswan
Ph.D. Candidate, 
UC Berkeley Haas School of Business

S P E A K E R

Social Protection & Poverty
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